
Non-wood forest products obtained from natural ecosystems are products of

biological origin other than wood, which have social, cultural and religious

importance (Wickens, 1991). 80% of developing countries use non-wood forest

products (NWFP) for their health and nutritional needs (FAO, 2015).

Forest villagers collect NWFPs 
from the forest and 
surrounding areas, considering 
the management plans.
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The products processed 
in the factories are 
offered for domestic 
consumption or 
exportation.

Products are sold to local 
buyers or directly to 

factories and income is 
provided to households.

By creating added value, it 
contribute to both the 
local and the national 

economy.

According to the statistics published by the General Directorate of Forestry (OGM)

100.190 tons of NWFPs in 27 different species were produced in 2020. The statistics

show that laurel (Laurus nobilis L), carob (Ceratonia Siliqua L.), pine nuts (Pinus

Pinea), chestnut (Castanea Sativa) and sage (Salvia sp.) are at the most important

NWFPs grown in Turkey (OGM, 2021; TSI, 2022).
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In this study, NWFP production and foreign trade of Turkey has been investigated

between 2013 - 2021. The amounts of production and export-export data of

chestnut, sage, pine nut, chestnut and laurel were obtained from the Turkish

Statistical Institution (TSI) and OGM records. Graphical illustrations were used to

show the changes of data over the years. Additionally, some pictures were used to

show their usage by local people.

NWFPs are important for both its contribution to the national economy and the development of the local

people. For this reason, its importance together with income has increased over the years. As data shows, laurel

has been the most prominent species in production in recent years. On the other hand, there is no stability in

production, import and export of some species, like pine nut, carob and chestnut. It is necessary to protect these

species and to ensure maximum yield by preparing sustainable management plans. Alternative production

opportunities for these species should be developed and incentives should be provided to local people. The

revenues obtained should be increased by developing the NWFPs production.


