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Localities with coppice woodlands preserved up to these days are important culturally-historical traits and integral part of landscape. Recent scientific reports provide
an important basis for the evaluation and improvement of their ecological concepts. A dendroflora with such particular features in Cyprus is the endemic oak Quercus
alnifolia Poech. This oak, occurs only on the Troodos Ophiolite Massif and is the dominant species of dry habitats in pine and maquis woodlands.
The objective in this study was to reveal the population age structure of the Quercus alnifolia stored coppices. For this purpose, we used tree-ring science as a proxy
based on the limited existing knowledge in Quercus alnifolia wood anatomical structure. Until now, two unsuccessful attempts held 100 and 40 years ago respectively
(Imperial Institute of the British Empire & Commonwealth Forestry Institute of the University of Oxford). In order to achieve the precise dating of the species, wood
micro-sections were prepared from 162 samples which were collected from Paphos Forest in the form of disks. Only the most dominant and undamaged stems were
selected out of 100 different coppice stools in an area of 2,2 ha.
The study showed that the samples had a maximum age of 150 years with an average of 108 years, thus having an average stem diameter and stem height of 13 cm and 6
m respectively. In terms of age structure, 67% of the population was more than 100 years with an average stem diameter and stem height of 14,3 cm and 6,5 m
respectively, while only the 11% of the population was less than 80 years with an average stem diameter and stem height of 10,6 cm and 5,7 m respectively. These
results are in identification with specific historical factors which outlined the critical characteristics in the determination of the present old growth coppice structure
of this ecosystem: the establishment of the first provisions on Forest Management in 1881 and the final regulation of grazing in the 1940s by the British.
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